
DGS Circular XX of XXXX

F. No:                                                                                                               Date: xx.xx.xxxx
Subject: Rationalisation and Consolidation of Welfare Schemes administered  
               by Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society (SWFS)
In supersession of DGS Circular No. 39 of 2025 dated 18.09.2025 and all other related instructions issued on the subject, the Director General of Shipping hereby notifies the rationalised and consolidated Welfare Schemes administered by the Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society (SWFS), as approved by the Committee of Management (COM) of SWFS.
2. The revised schemes incorporate enhancement of financial assistance, expansion of coverage including off-article period benefits, and introduction of additional social security measures for Indian seafarers and their dependent family members.
3. The following Welfare Schemes shall be implemented with effect from the dates specified in the respective scheme provisions enclosed to this Circular:
(a) Survivor Benefit Scheme (SBS) – Financial assistance to the family of a deceased Indian seafarer.
(b) Invalidity Benefit Scheme (IBS) – Financial assistance to Indian seafarers declared permanently unfit for sea service.
(c) Family Benefit Welfare Scheme (FBWS) – Financial support to dependent family members of Indian seafarers.
(d) Maternity Benefit Scheme (MBS) – Financial assistance to eligible Indian women seafarers during maternity.
(e) Old Age Benefit Welfare Scheme (OABS) – Financial assistance to eligible retired Indian seafarers upon attaining the prescribed age.
(f) Death on Board Benefit Scheme (DBBS) – Assistance in cases of death or presumed death occurring on board a vessel.
(g) Ex-Gratia Support Benefit Scheme (ESBS) – Additional financial assistance in specified cases of hardship.
(h) Award to Meritorious Child of Seafarers (AMCS) – Educational incentive for meritorious children of Indian seafarers.
(i) Medical and Term Insurance Premium Assistance Scheme – Partial reimbursement/support towards approved insurance premiums.
(j) Medical Support Scheme for Critical / Terminal Illness – Financial assistance in cases of notified critical or terminal illness.
(k) Indian Certificate of Competency (CoC) Recognition and Career Progression Scheme – Assistance for professional advancement and certification recognition.
(l) Death or Permanent Disability in Warlike/High-Risk Areas
Financial assistance shall be provided subject to prescribed conditions and eligibility criteria. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.	Detailed eligibility criteria, quantum of assistance, documentation requirements, application procedures and effective dates applicable to each scheme are provided in the Annexures enclosed to this Circular.
5. Claims arising from events occurring prior to the effective date specified for a particular scheme shall be governed by the provisions applicable on the date of occurrence of such event, unless otherwise expressly provided in the relevant scheme.
6. All pending claims shall be processed in accordance with the provisions applicable as per this Circular, subject to the effective date conditions specified therein.
7. All Recruitment and Placement Service (RPS) agencies, shipping companies, seafarers’ unions, welfare associations, Maritime Training Institutes (MTIs) and other concerned stakeholders shall:
1. Disseminate the contents of this Circular among Indian seafarers, including retired personnel and dependent family members;
1. Facilitate access to application forms and required documentation; and
1. Ensure that seafarers’ contact and banking details are kept updated with SWFS to enable timely disbursement of benefits.
8. The detailed scheme documents and application formats are:
1. Enclosed as Annexures to this Circular;
1. Available on the official website of the Directorate General of Shipping (www.dgshipping.gov.in); and
1. Obtainable from the office of the Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society (SWFS), Nau Bhavan Building, Ground Floor, R.K. Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai – 400001.
Telephone: 8097553700 (Gratuity Section) / 8097552900 (Welfare Section)
Email:swfs.dgs@govcontractor.in/swfs.srassit-dgs@govcontractor.in
9. This is issued with the approval of the competent authority.


Capt. Nitin Mukesh
Dy. Nautical Advisor-cum-Senior DDG (Crew)
Encl.: As above









